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ACHS SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 

2022-2023 
English IV 

 
Assigned Text Options: 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien The Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan 

  

 
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 

 

 
The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. Le Guin 

 

 

Students may read ONE of the selected novels listed above and should complete Double-Entry Journals thereafter. 

NOTE: This is an optional assignment for extra credit at the start of the new school year and will be due in the 

first week of school—teachers will assign significant extra credit to those students who complete the reading and 

related assignment. Students can buy a copy or check out a copy of their book selection from their local library. 
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Assignment: Double-entry Journals. 

• This assignment is for the students who will be taking English 4 during the 2021-2022 

school year. 

• You will need to complete a double-entry journal for one significant passage from 
each of the chapters of the novel you choose to read. (e.g. You would have 22 

double-entry journals total for The Things They Carried.) 

• As you read the novel, choose what you think is a significant passage within each 

chapter (each passage should only be approximately 4-5 sentences—do not choose 
page-length passages). 

• Once you’ve chosen your passage, you are going to analyze it for specific literary 

devices.  What do you see?  Metaphors?  Imagery?  Characterization?  Developing 
themes? Identify any devices you see in your significant passage. 

• Next, think about the effect that these devices have on the text. Why are they 
significant? What do they add to your understanding of the text? 

• Finally, type your chosen passage and your analysis in two columns (example below). 

 

Requirements: 
• 1 double-entry journal notation for each chapter of the novel (or each 15 pages of The 

Alchemist) 

• All journals must be typed 
• All journals must follow the format below 

• Due the first week of school 
 

Example of a Double-Entry Journal (for Night, by Elie Wiesel) 
 

Quotation 

 

“Night. No one prayed, so that Night 

would pass quickly. The stars were 

only sparks of fire which devoured us. 

Should that fire die out one day, 

there would be nothing left in the sky 

but dead stars, dead eyes. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Significance 

 

Wiesel uses images of darkness and 

the night sky to convey the 

hopelessness of the situation he and 

other Jews were feeling. Wiesel also 

contrasts this darkness with the more 

violent images of fire to show the 

power of the enemies the Jews were 

facing, enemies that are strong 

enough to “devour” them. Wiesel 

uses a metaphor to compare the 

Jews loss of hope to “dead stars” 

and “dead eyes” which extends his 

use of the image of the night sky and 

reinforces the idea that 

“fire”/violence is more powerful than 
“stars”/hope. 

If you have questions, please contact Dr. Son  via 

email at sonj@duvalshools.org. 


